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who wanted it abolished, could advance
their arguments, and then the matter would
be settled for all time.

On motion by the Honorary Minister,
debate adjourned.

House adjourned at 5.30 p.m.

Legislative Assembly,
Thursday, 3rd August, 1944,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m, and read prayers.

ELECTORAL—SWEARING-IN OF
MEMBER.

Mr. SPEAKER: I am prepared to swear
in the member for Collie, who was returned
at the last general election.

Mr. Wilson took and subseribed the cath
and signed the roll.

QUESTIONS (2).
POST-WAR WORKS.
As to Western Australian Programme.

Mr. WATTS asked the Minister for
Works:

(1) Referring to a question concerning
post-war works answered on Tuesday last,
will he give the date on which the list men-
tioned was forwarded to the Commonwealth
Government?

{2) Has his attentiop been drawn to the
following staterpent from Canberra stated
to be made by a Government spokesman and
published in “The West Australian” news-
paper of the 28th June, 1944 :—

Concern at the dilatoriness of States in
submitting to the Commonwealth Govern-
ment their lists of publie works to be car-
ried ont during 1944-45 was voiced to-day
by a Government spokesman.

(3) As no mention was made in this state-
ment regarding this State, is it trne that
this State has been dilatory in regard to this
matter?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied:

(1) 12th June, 1944,

(2) Yes.

(3) No.

GOLDFIELDS WATER SUPPLY.
As to North-Eastern Wheatbelt Pipes.

Mr. LESLIE asked the
Works:

(1) Is he aware that the water pipes oa
branch lines from the Goldfields Water Sup-
ply, and from the No. 1 water scheme, serv-
ing farmers in the north-eastern wheatbelt,
are so seriously corroded and deteriorated
that stock-owners were, during the summer
just past, unable to obtain anything like
adequate water supplies?

(2) Is he further aware, that owing to the
inereased demand for water during the sum-
mer months, in consequence of the large in-
crease in stoek in those districts, the exist-
ing pipes on the branch lines, even if in
good condition  are not of sufficient capacity
to earry the amount of water required by
stock-owners?

(3) Is it his intention to remedy these
defects before the coming suramer?

(4) If so, what action will be taken, and
if none, why?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied :

(1) The Minister is aware that owing to
the abnormally long dry summer, the cor-
roded corndition of some of the extensions,
the beavy stocking by farmers, and the sub-
stantial dvaw by farmers not conmected to
the systems from free water standpipes, the
reticulation was unable to cope with the
abnormal requirements.

(2) T the present heavy stockings by
farmers are to be maintained permanently,
the demand in some distriets in very dry
seasons would be beyond the capacity of the
present retieulation.

{3) and (4) Enlargement and improve-
ment proposals have been designed and are
under consideration. Progress on approved
work of this nature is dependent on avail-
able manpower and material.

The advice of the Agrienltural Bank Com-
mmissioners is being songht as to the relative
urgeney of the varions proposals.

Minister for
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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Fourth Day.
Debate resumerd from the previcus day.

MR. GRAHAM ({East Perth) [4.36]: At
the cutset T would like to compliment the
new member for Nelson on the very fine
address he delivered on the oceasion of his
maiden speech to this House, While it may
be unusual I desire, too, to welcome the new
member for Avon, who has had the rather
uncommon experience of having been elected
twice before assuming his seat in the Cham-
ber. We can trust that the contributions
to the deliberations of this Chamber
of those two members, together with
those of the mnew members for Mt
Marshall and Swan, will be of advan-
tage to the interests of this State. As is
probably known to very many members, the
former member for Swan, the late Mr. R. S.
Sampson, was for many years closely asso-
ciated with my father, particuarly in mat-
ters pertaining to local government. It is
somewhat a sad stroke of fate that within
a few months of each other both of them,
who had for so long been associated in im-
portant work, departed from this life. So
for the electorate of Swan there is a new
member who, like myself, was formerly en-
gaged in the State Publie Service. We were
then known as eivil servants and I suppose
in the order of modern language we were
both hureaucrats. That, however, we have
now ceased to be,

The Government is to be congratulated on
the fact that after a term of ten years of
office it has been returned to this Chamber
with an inereased membership. That, with-
out any question, makes history as far as
Parliaments of Western Australia are con-
cerned. I suggest, however, that having
achieved a majority is no ground for com-
placeney or a fecling of self-satisfaction with
regard to a job well done. Here, as in other
parts of Australia, is a growing insistence
on the need for change and reform in our
economic set-up. Rightly or wrongly, the
people of Australia at present look to the
Labour Party as being the most likely party
to institute those reforms for which all are
clamouring. Time will tell whether or not
their hopes are justified, but I feel that they
will he.

A matter was mentioned, particularly by
the member for West Perth, which reminded

me of the old query as to which came first, the
chicken or the cgg, Exaetly the same query
arises as to which comes first, industries or
pepulation. Possibly there will have to be
a similar amount of energy expended in the
seratching of the head to determine that prob-
lem, The two phases are closely related to-
ezch other. I regard population as a vital
matter. I feel—I consider it is commonly
accepted, too—that the greatest eontribution
to the solution of the problem will come
from the natural inc¢rease in our population.
It may be objeefed that that procedure is
too slow and certainly statistics hear out
that contention with respect to Australia.
I appreeiate the fact that eeconomie eircum-
stances have a great deal te do with the
limitation or diseouragement of families, but
I helicve there is another factor, one which
18 usually disregarded or contemptuously
thrust aside with the assertion that parents
are selfish. Personally, I do not believe that
is s0. .

I believe that the rearing of a family im-
poses, in many instances, too great a
hardship on parents and that, in conse-
quence, inconveniences and disabilities are
suffered that are out of all proportion. I
consider that our attention should be de-
voled to making the responsibilities and dif-
ficultics of married couples less than they
are today. The system of child endowment
is a humble step in the right direction. I
am strongly in favour of the provision of
marriage allowances. Such a scheme would
not mean the breaking of new ground he-
cause the system has been adopted with suc-
cess in other countries.

Mrs, Cardell-Oliver: Where?

Mr. GRAHAM: I could mention Italy as
one country where it has been put into
operation.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: What has happened
to Italy now?

Mr. GRAHAM: I am referring to a some-
what different question altogether from that
suggested by the member for Subiaco. It
may he mentioned that the scheme of sub-
sidising married couples more than paid for
itself, T am unaware of the fizures involved
but I know that an advance was made to the
coupls after marriage. During the first few
years no repayments or interest charges
were required and the capital was redueed
with the arrival of cach suecessive child.
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After the first preliminary years, a small
interest charge was levied. Members will
appreciate  that sueh an inmovation, if
adopted here, would have much to commend
it and would ecrtainly have a very import-
ant hearing on the cconomie side. Under the
system operating at present far too many
couples, unfortunately, have to wait until
ceonomie eircumstances dietate the time for
marriage, rather than the obeying of the
natural urge. As a consequence all sorts of
uther problems are eveated. It was found in
Ttaly, for instance, that hecaunee the mar-
viage allowanee was made available, the ten-
deney was for couples to marry far earlier.
Bercause the money happened to be made
available by the Government, the young
people were able tn set themselves up in
house and homr. The goods they purchased
in the way of furnishings and chattels gen-
erally ereated a demand on the market which
in turn inereazed the volume of employinent
available. A certain number of women were
withdeawn from the labour market, which
offered some relief to the Treasury of the
State, The fact that the prineipal advanced
was reduced with the arrival of each child
meant something in the nature of a bribe or
enconrasrment  indueing parents to have
families, without imposing any economie sae-
rifiee on the part of the parents and earlier
childven of the marriages.

It can, therefore, be sngrested that if such
& seheme can work soecessfully in apother
part of the world it deserves serious eon-
sideration with a view to encouraging an
inerease in our population. I feel it would
have that result and that it would also have
a beneficial cffeet on the morality of the
community. With the deforment of mar-
ringe many complex problems are raised.
If people could follow the tendencies that
Nature ordains and were married in aceord-
ance with their desires, there would be far
fewer illicit love affairs than are embarked
upon at presenf. I have made some study of
the subject and my ennuiries suggest that
the years of greatest fertility in the female
sex are between those of 18 and 38. Not-
withstanding that faet, hecanse of the eeo-
nomie restraint placed npon those who other-
wise would have embarked upon marriage,
possibly 50 per cent. of the most fortile
period of the average woman’s life is wasted.
‘Thus it 13 beeause of economie eirenmstances

and not beeause of any desire on the part
of the people eoncerned, I mention that as
another angle when considering matters af-
fecting our population and have mentioned
economie cireumstances, and the general
question of immorality.

I am concerned, too, with regard to the
guestion of electoral enrolments. There is
a great deal of confusion which could easily
be overcome in Western Australia, Members
will know that there ave clectors who are
prepared to swear by all that is holy that
they had fille¢ in claim eards and reecived
their acknowledgments and yet, possibly be-
cause of confusion i view of impending
clections, they found they had Leen enrolled
on the Commonwealth lisis instead of on
thore for the State. Accordingly, I suggest
that in Western Anustralia we should adopt
the procedure lollowed in all the other
States with the exeeption of Queensland.
The proposed procedure is that the Com-
monwealth electoral officer shall be respon-
sible for all enrolments within the State,
and for eompilation of electoral rolls,
whercupon of course the State electoral
machinery comes into play as regards elee-
tions themselves. I appreciate that this
matter has already received aitention re-
peatedly, A Roayal Commission investi-
gated the suhject in, I believe, 1935, and
came to certain coneclusions. It determined,
amongst other things, that not until such
time as the boundaries of State elector-
ates and Federal electorates or sahdivi-
slons wore co-terminous, further consider-
ation should be given to the proposal for
a eentral enrolling authority.

As the result of inguiries, I have learned
that there are 52 Iederal subdivisions in
West Australia. There being 50 electorates
for ihe AssemDbly, it oeccurs to me tihat
there should be no great difficulty in arrviv-
ing, by negotiation and econsequently by
compromise, at a position of affairs under
whieh the subdivisional boundaries of
Federal divisions counld he made to conform
to State electoral boundaries. Then we
would not have persons who reside in, say,
the East Perth electorate finding them-
selves in the North Perth Federal subdivi-
sion. They would, instead, be in the State
electorate of East Perth and in the East
Perih Federal subdivision. Close consider-
ation should be given to the question, be-
eause many thousands of persons are put to
all kinds of needless inconvenience, and
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moreover mauny of them are debarred from
exercising the franchise by reason of the
contusion which the present arrangements
ereate. I believe, as I mentioned earlier,
that the proposed system works satisfac-
torily in the four States whieh have
adopted it,

If there should he a suggestion that the
change might cost a few more pounds than
the prevailing system—which I greatly
doubt—under a democratic system the first
consideration should be for the -electors
and a little additional expenditure should
not operate as a bar in s¢ important a mat-
ter as this. I believe that a certain amount
of opposition to the proposal emanated
from the State Electoral Office, prohably
beeause of a feeling that if the change
were effected certain of the senior positions
in the State Electoral Office might heeome
less pecessary; and of course the first in-
stinet of man is self-preservation, I under-
stand, howcver, that those circumstances
do not obtain at present, and so there
should he no great difficulty.  Furiher-
movre, if the change did mean dispensing
with certain members of the staff, I would
urge that there is no move appropriate time
than the present for effecting the change,
beeause there would be available to surplus
officers alternate positions in the Govern-
ment serviee or in private employment. If
the democratic system is to funetion it is
essential, Arst of all, that the people should
be enrolled. This suggests to me that the
postman is possibly the most effective agent
for cheeking up on people’s addvesses and
keeping the rolls generally in order.

At present there is to seme extent chaos
owing to the fact that different systems are
in vogue as regards postal, absentee, and
sick votes. The State electoral rolls, too,
ghould be hrought into conformity with the
Federal volls in order that the eonfusion
now existing may be overcome. Because of
existing differences, many people do not
know in which e¢lectorate they reside. A
man may have his home in the State elee-
torate of Fast Perth and in the North
Perth subdivision of the Federal division
of Perth, and as a ratepaver he may reside
in a ward of the Perth City Council ealled
by vyet another name.  These things add
greatly to the confusion. The postman is
paid by the Commonwealth, and the propo-
sal I have urged means merely that the in-
formation that official now obtains would

he munde available for State electoral pur-
poses as well as Iederal. Then the matter
of electors having to go through the pre-
sent procedure of filling in two or more
cards would he obviated.

Now as regards amenifies and c¢anteen
services in Government departments and
establishments! Of these work-places there
are many in my electorate. I may men-
tion the electric power station, the East
Perth locomotive running sheds, and the
tramways ecar-barn. I suggest that the time
is more than ripe when men who are en-
gaged working in dirty and uneongenial .
occupations should be enabled to have some
short respite in decent surroundings from
their labours. As regards the FEast Perth
locomotive running sheds, some of the
quarters in which the men are compelled
to house themselves are an utter disgrace
to any employer; and the Governmpnt
should be an employer setting an example
in that rvespeet. One of the dingy little
hovels, as I may term them, which I have
inspected in that loeality would not he
passed as a place fit for milking a cow in
—I know something of ecows, having orig-
inal'y eome from a farm myself. I suggest
in especial to the Minister in cbarge of
labonr matters and the Minister for Pail-
wavs that serious attention must be given
to these problems, At present grave dis-
satisfaction exists in Government depart-
ments on necount of the condition of af-
fairs existing.

I am appreciative of the fact that there
is an industrial disturbance at the present
moment, eausing great inconvenience to the
general publie. While there is a partieular
issue involved, nevertheless T feel that this
disturbance is possibly the climax of the
very maunv inconvenicnees and canses of
dissatisfaction experienced and endured by
workers not only in the voeation to which T
have referred but in verv many other voea-
tions as well. In the interests of decency
and of what workers have a rizht to expect,
I ask the Government to extend more con-
sideration and better treatment to those
working in such establishments ag T have
enumerated. The Government might well
pattern itgelf uwpon the conveniences that
have been provided by the Commonwealih
Government, and moreover have heen in-
sisted upon hy the Commanwealth Govern-
ment in certain private establishments under-
taking important defence work.
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1 am perturbed regarding the position that
apparently exists in conncetion with the
Railway Department and the Commissioner
of Railways. I have scanned the Clovern-
ment Railways Aet, but have been unable
to ascertain exactly what the Commissioner’s
powers are and what is his relationship to
the Minister. From actoal experience I have
found that T, as a member of Parliament, can
make no representations to the Commissioner
of Railways. I do suggest that there is some-
thing wrong when such a system exists. I
have heen told by the Commissioner him-
. self—who was very niece about it—that 1
could not wait upon him. After all, we as
members of Parliament are responsible to
our clectors who place us in this Assembly.
We are expected to act as go-betweens in
making representations om behalf of those
whom we represent, It does seem to me
absolutely wrong that it should be impos-
sible for us to approach the departmental
head of so important an instrumentality as
the Department of Railways and Tramways.
Anyhow, that was my experience.

Mr. Marshall: Angd that is not the only
department!

Mr. GRAHAM: No, T am aware of that.
Transport difficulties have been aceentnated
very cunsiderably during the past few years
because of the war, and consequently this
question obtrudes itself to a higher degree
than might otherwise have heen the case.
I have found that the only course to pursue
is to make representations to the Minister,
and T pay this tribute to him, that he makes
himself available at every opportunity and
treats deputations with the greatest courtesy
imaginable. My experience has boen that the
Minister appears to he thoroughly convineed.

Mr. Thorn: But do vou get what you
want ¥

Mr. GP?AHAM: That is the whole point.
The matter is then referred to the Com-
missioner of Railways, or to some person on
the administrative staff, with the result that
& blank refusal is given to the request made.
If the Commissioner is to have the final say
in these matters I submit that we should be
able to make representations direet to him.
Persanal eontact may eanvinee him of the
validity of a request and the neecessity for
complying with it.

The Minister for Lands: Have you heard
the story, “You are telling me”?

Mr. GRAHADM: T say that that may be the
resnlt. No one knows better than those

immediately coneerned that it is not possible
to obtuin that dircet approach and therefore
some very extraordinary things are done.
Other members besides myself are interested
in a bus service which has one ferminus near
the Beaufort-street Bridge and the other at
Kathleen-avenue, Maylands. It serves a
more or less isclated community.

Mr. Marshall: Morley Park?

Mr. G?AHAM: No. Tt is not the Morley
Park bus service. The extraordinary thing
about this service is that, except for the first
few hundred yards more or less, its entire
journey is along a tramline. As a matter
of fact, the petrol-driven buses belonging
to this service are wearing out their tyres on
the steel tram rails. I contend it isx abso-
lutely ridieulous that that service should be
allowed to continue. A suggestion haz been
made by some members—particularly the
member  for Maylands—that a  deviation
should be made to serve other people who are
not so well eatered for at present. T, too,
have made representations for a deviation tc
he made on the other side of the Mt. Lawley
subway in order o provide transport fo
a numher of people in Fast Perth, who are
practically isolated and find great difficnlty
in obtaining transport of any kind. But ]
have been met with a blank refusal hy—1
take it—the Commissioner of Railway:
through the Minister for Railways. T wist
it to be understood that I am not now press.
ing any elaim for a particular route, hut 1
do suggest that these petrol-driven buse:
should no longer he allowed to travel along
& tram track, even though that tram serviee
is not as frequent as the people along it:
route might desire. Bus services should be
reserved for people who have no other trans
port faeilities.

T made some inquiries with respect to this
bus service and was astounded to note the
number of passengers who patronised Lhe
huses at the peak period. The resnlt of thy
inquiries demonstrates the lack of the neces
sity for the serviece. For one week—not ¢
picked week—and excluding peak period:
the maximum namber of passengers in th
bus Iraving Perth was 13, while the mazi
mum load carried into Perth was nine pas
sengers. The serviee is dealing merely witl
a handful of passengers.

Mz. Cross: We will have it in South Pert}
next week if you like.

"Mr. GRAHAM: I daresay the member for
(Canning wonld not objeet to inconveniencing
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East Perth residents by having the service
transferred to South Perth.

Mr. Thorn: Look at the inflnence he has
got!

Mr. GRAHAM: There ave porfenis of an
early vietory and an carly peace. It is »
eveat consolation to all of us, because we all
have members of our families or our friends
engaged in this bitter struggle, to learn that
the war is taking this favouvable tarn. Mr.
Winston Churchill has said that we may
expeet a far earlier termination of hestililies
than we had a right to expeet some few
wonths age. This will place upon all repre.
zentatives of the people a serious task and
responsibility. 'We shall have to set about
preparing at the earliest possibla moment
for the post-war years. There is havdly need
for me to emphasise the necessity for us to
do everything possible to aveid a repetition
of the terrible days we experienced hefore
this war. There is an incessant elamonr and
demand that there shall be o new order, that
there shall be a better distribution of the
produets of induostry, that there shali not be
the extremes of riches and poverly, that
there shall be seeurity for all in their native
land and that there shall he freedom from
fear of aggression.

We should partienlarly devote onr atten-
tion to problems within our own borders.
In that respeet the most important matter so
far as reonrds the welfare of Australia will
he settled by our masters—the masters of all
members of Parliament—on the 19th Aug-
ust. If the powers songht by the Common-
wealth are not granted by the people we
have several alternatives. Oue is that the
States should be entrusted with the tremen-
dous task of finding work for 1,500,000
people whose employment—if T nay use the
word—will he terminated: T rvefer to those
engaged in the Fighting Services and in our
war factories, These people represent ap-
proximately one-half of the working popula-
tion of Australin and that will give members
some idea of the magnitude of ihe problem
that will have to be dealt with. Personally,
1 feel that the task will be too great for the
States, I sav so beeause the States wero
unable to deal with a far smaller problem
during the depression years, Even during
what some people eall the boom years im-
mediately prior to the war approximately
250,000 Australion workmen were idle. Em-
ployment was then a responsibility of the
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State.  During the depression years | ean
say that practically everybedy was insisting
that employment was a Commonwealth re-
sponsibility, The Commonwealth Parliament
is prepared to assume that responsibility on
the conelusion of hostilities. As we were so
insistent in that demand some 12 or 14 years
ago, 1 see no reason why we should now wish
the States to deal with the question, espeei-
ully &s they were unable to do so during the
depression years,

Mr. Thorn: Whatever happens, the States
will earry oot the work., You know that.

Mr. GRAHAM: 1 do not.

Mr, Thorn: Well, vou will know,

Mr. GRATAM: Apart altogether from
the question of employing all these persons,
it ix necessary that the work upon which
they are to be engaged should be of some
real value to the country. T am reminded of
s problem which now eonfronts Australia
and which is the direct resuit of State
policies. 1 refer to railway gauges. It does
not require me {o lecture the older members
of this Chamber on that matter. I realise,
of conrse, that I am citing an extreme ease,
but it indieates that theve are differences of
outlook on fhe part of the various States,
which seem to resorl to all kinds of prae-
tices out of harmony with adjeining States.
1 believe there is no place for these differ-
enves o country like Auwustralin. Many
people are suggesting that some of what
they refer fo as the fourteen points should
not he grinted. T would like to have it
suggested 1o me which exactly of the four-
teen poinls are not necessary for post-war
reconstruction, Tf is all very weil to speak
of these matters in a general way., I have
invited or challenged thousands of people to
tell me which of ilie powers should be
omitted, but so {ar not one suggestion has
been Eortheoming.

Mrs.  Cardoll-Oliver:
labour.

Mr. GRAHAM: That is not one of the
isstgs, as cvery memher of ihis Chamber
knows very well,

Mr. Thorn: We do not know.

Mis, Cardell-Oliver: We know we arve go-
ing to be conseripted.

Ar. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. GRAHAM : These 14 points, as they
are called, mean in effect the transference
of certain powers at present possessed hy

Conseription  of
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the States, but some cannot he used by the
States. If members of the Opposition sug-
gest that there might or will be industrial
conscription by the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment after these powers are transferred, then
equally if the powers sre vetsined by
the State Parliaments the State Govern-
ments could embark upon a poliey of indus-
trial conseription, No preater powers are
being given to the Federal authorities nnder
the hending of emplovinent and unemploy-
ment than are at present reposed in the
States. That is one alternative. T feel that
history has revenled that the States are in-
eapahle of dealing with these problems.

Mr. Marshall: How much better off was
New Zoaland after the Iast war with only
one Government!

Mr. GRAHAM: The question is not
whether State  Parlinments shounld be
abolished, but one for a temporary transfer
of certain powers for the purpose of post-
war reconstruction. I have my own ideas
as to how many Parliaments should exist in
Australia, but I do not intend to cloud the
issne with that point at the moment. The
second alternative is that the Commonwealth
Government, in conjunction with the States,
should undertake this task. That, to a de-
gree, will be done if these additional powers
are transferred. T think the classic example
of the impossibility of relying too mueh up-
on co-operation is given us by the convention
held in Canberra towards the end of 1942,
Notwithstanding the sgreements arrived at
and the undertakings given, within the course
of a few months practically every one of the
States arrived at a different decision on the
question as to whether they would pass the
entire 14 points or reject them cntirely, or
agree to them with eertain amendments,
which, to my mind, completely emaseulated
them and made them innocuous if the Com-
monwealth Government was to undertake the
responsibility of post-war reconstruction.

In that respect the Leader of the Opposi-
tion in this State ean, I sugeaest, be charged
with having somersanlted on the attitunde he
adopted at that eonvention. T have read the
repart of those proceedings very closely.
I find that in the opening addresses of the
representatives of the States—and  these
sperches which 1 classify lavgely as window-
dressing—very definite abjections were
raised by the Leader of the Opposition of
this State. But the 14 poinls were mnani-
mously aceepted, after compromise [ dare-
say, hy the Premiers of each of the six

States, together with the representatives of
the Commonwealth. When those 14 points
were discussed hy the full eonvention the
leader of the Opposition of Western Aus-
tralia sought an amendment to one of the
14 points dealing with employment and un-
employment, but he was not successful. 1
suggest in this instance that the represen-
tatives of the Labour Party are, perhaps, the
bhest able to judge whether or not thesc
powers ave likely to be of advantage or dis-
advantage to the workers. The only other
point on which the Leader of the Opposition
spoke was that dealing with companies. His
only comment then was that it seemed to
him extraordinary that such a power should
he limited to a period of five years.

Apurt from those two utterances no word
of eriticism o» opposition appears in the
official record of that convention. I realise
that opposition is now being expressed by
many people, apparenily following that
lrad. Grave doubts are expressed with re-
gard to the scetion relating to marketing,
and the cffeets that Section 92 of the Com-
monwealth Constitution may have in limit-
ing the provisions of measures designed fo
implement and assist orderly marketing in
accordance with that partieular - point.
Strangely enough the limiting effect of Sce-
tion 92 way mentioned in this Chamber when
these powers were heing discussed by the
State Parliament. Whilst in the past, a~
evel'yone is aware, that limitation applied,
nevertheless that point, as applying te cer-
tain primary produects, was passed by this
Parliament. It was submitted by a member
of the Opposition and was eonfined to ecr-
tain commodities or primary products. No
concern was then expressed about the limi-
tations that might he imposed by Section 92
of the Commonwealth Constitution. Tt
seems, therefore, that a new argument is
heing found now in order to discount what
might obtain from the benelits aceruing from
a greater measure ot transference of powers
than from the limited amount under the
measure passed hy this Chamber,

Mr. Thorn: What is your view of Seetion
9279

Mr. GRAYAM: T am not a constitutional
lawyer. [ aceept guidance from those who
are versed in the law. An opinion has been
expressed by the Attorney General of the
Commonwealth.

Mrs, Cardell-Oliver: Biased!

Mr. GRAHAM: It cannot be suggested
that there is any bias beeanse the Attorney
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General’s record so far as legal matters
are concerned—~forgetiing politics for the
moment altogether—stands him in very good
stead, T suggest that it is possible to deal
with this question in a satisfactory way not-
withstanding any limitations that may be im-
posed as a result of Section 92,

The Minister for Lands: You are not even
a hush lawyer.

Mr. GRAHAM: T do not profess to be
even that. Great play is made of the ques-
tion of rights, or the sovereign rights of the
State. T am by no means impressed by such
empty words. [ might be prepared to regard
these things wore kindly if T believed that
the people of Western Australia had any
such rights,

Mrs, Cardell-Oliver: ITave they not any?

Mr. GRAHAM: The people of Western
Australia have not. T am pleased that His
Exeellency has intimated that a measnre will
be bronght forward to deal with the liberal-
ising of the frauchise as it affects the Legis-
lative Council. We are eontinuing to debar
free exercise of true demoeracy in Western
Australta beeause approximately one-third
of the electors of Western Australia
entitled to he envolled for that Chamber,

Mr. J. Hegney : Only about one-quarter of
those vote.

Mr. GRAHAM: That is so. A most re-
markable state of affairs exists. Notwith-
standing the faet that the people of Western
Australia have, for 17 out of the last 20
years, declared that in their apinion a Lahour
Government should occupy the Treasury
Benches in Wesfern Australin and that such
a Government should have the power to im-
plement its platform and the policy sub-
mitted to the clectors, it has heen possible for
a group of persons elected by a sclecter
group of people completely to frnstrate any
such measures submitted as being the will
of the people.

Mr. North: Do you not think the enrol-
ment is very poor? The rent, 105, is a very
small amount to entitle people to got on the
roll,

Mr. GRAHAM: I admit that. People
wha are hoarding and old-age pensioners who
oceupy a humble room would not be voting
for those who comprise the majority in that
Chamber at present. Furthermaore, those of
the property class who are married are able
to put a little property in the nameg of the
members of their family, whereas in the ease

e

of working-class fumilies where 1he husband
pays the rent, he gets the vote. The wife has
no vote and neither have the adult members
of the family who ave residing with him.
Undez a demoeratie system all who were over
the age of 21 would be entitled to vote, and
Labonr would be their choice.

Mys. Cavdell-Oliver: If they were keen on
the Labour Party would they not enrol?

Mr. Smith: Thousands of women cannot
enrol for the Legislative Council.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: They can.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. GRAHAM: 1 feel, therefore, that
nntil such time as we have in Western Aus-
fralia. a democratic Parliament, it is futile
te talk about democratic State rights. In
ovder to szatisfy my own conscience, if I
wanted democracy to determine a partieular
issue, even if T were in favonr of the reten-
tion of power by the States, I would, as n
demoerat, wholeheartedly be in favour of the
transference of these powers to the Common-
wealth Parliament in order to allow demoe-
racy to function. Therefore, T say again,
those who helieve that there should he
something in the nature of =overeign State
rights preserved have a duty to see that there
is a democratie system of Parliament gbtain.
ing in Western Australin. T look forward
with eager anticipation to the measure that
is tc be submitted for the eonsideration of
members,

Ag I see the position, if the referendum
to be submitted to the people on the 19ilh
Augnst is not earried, it means thal Australia
has decided that it wants to revert to the state
of aifairs in existence prior to the outhreak of
this war. They will have said ‘*No'! to
what to my mind is the first instalment of
the new order. The Commonwealth, as one
of the nations of (he world, has declared
that it wants a new system, a belter state
of affairs after the war. To enable a bet-
ter state of affairs to be brought about,
it is necessary that certain powers be trans-
ferred to the Parliament elected by the
popular will so that every adult person may
express himself. Therefore, if the refer-
endum is not carried, it will be tantamount
to the people of Australia saying, *No.
we do not want these changes and innova-
tions: we do not want something different
from what we have endured in the past.
we want to revert to the state of affairs that
existed priov to the outbreak of war.” To
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those who are opposing the granting of
these powers for a period of five years, I
say they must be held responsible.

Mr. Berry: For five years after the sign-
ing of peace.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: That will be 15 ox
20 years from now.

Mr. J. Hegney: Do not talk rot!

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

My, GRAHAM: It might lLe o matter
of 13 or 20 years, but if the war lasts an-
other 13 years the emergeney puwers heing
exercised by the Commonwealth under the
Defence Act will still be exercised. Not-
withstanding the efforts of certain people
to prove otherwise, the proposal is to trans-
fer these powers to the Commonwealth for
a period of five years after the war. The
confusion that has been cansed in this con-
neetion is due not so mueh to muddled
thinking as to deliberate digtortion of
faets. [f these powers, which are so essen-
tial in the post-war period to enable the
Commonwealth to deal with the tremendous
problems that will confront Australia, are
not granted, the vesponsibility for the con-
sequences will rest upon those who oppose
the transter. They will have to answer
for the confusion and chnos that I helieve
will be inevitable if the powers are not
cranted.

I close on that note, and express the
hope that the people of Western Australia
and Australin generally will answer the eri-
ties by voting solidly in sapport of giving
aveater power to the Commonwealth. That
these powers will he granted T am heart-
ened to believe hy my scorutiny of the re-
sults of previous referenda, particularly in
Western Aunstralia. This State has a record
~econd to none tor allivming constitutional
alterations when appenls have heen made,
and because the present referendum is so
important and beeanse the result must be
attended by so many eonsequences and he-
cause dive consequences can he inflicted
upon the people if the powers are not
eranted, I feel confident that in this in-
stanee the proposals will be carried as, in
the majority of cases in years gone hy,
they have bheen carried by Western Ans-
tralia.

MR. KELLY (Yilgarn-Coolgardie): It is
Pleasing fo be able to yefer to the vastly
improved outlook econfronting the Empire
since Parliament was called together a vear
ago. This has made possible the considera-

tion of post-war proposals and various poli-
cies for reconstruction, and 1 believe that
a great amount of ground has heen covered
during the last 12 months. The Lieunt.-
Governor’s Speech indieates n number of
avenues in which action has bern taken and
in which we may expeet greater improve-
ments in the yewrs to come, I was disap-
pointed at the very brief reference made in
his Speech to one of owr most important
industries, namely, goldmining. There was
aetually no indication whatever of what the
tutare holds for the industry. In view of
the reeent diseussions regarding the inter-
nationu] monetary outluok for the world, it
is singunlar that no reference shounld be made
to it in the Speech, These diseussions have
shown that gold will play u very important
part in our post-war policy, and I think
that some indication should have been given
of the outlook tor poldmining, uot only
from the point of view of this State but alce
from an Austratian angle,

What mention was made of goldmining in
the Speceh <howed that during the last 12
months the industry suffered o Forther de-
crease of 38 per cent. over the production
in 1942, This is a very alarmning state of
affnirs becuuse the culpur hod already de-
elinell greatly in the preceding two or three
vears, While it was to be expeeted that the
outhreak of war would eause some diminu-
tion, | consider that the decline has bern
greater than was unnavoidable, even under
war conditions. T desire to make a survey
of statistics eovering the yemrs 1939 to 1943.
lu that period the deerense in goldmuing
in valne votnmed in the State has been no
lvss than 3G per cent. Comparing the vear
1942-43 with the vear 1941-42, the deerease
was 40 per cent. During this period the
number of fine ozs. produced dropped from
1,016,000 to 602,000; the decline in the
value of produetion represented 2.6 million
pounds, That is & enlossal loss to the State.

The production during the first three
months of 1944 shows a deerense of more
than 25 per cont. over the corresponding
peviod of 1943, That is n remnrkable de-
crease bearing in wind that all the States
are supposed to he treated on an equal basis,
and more remarkable in view of the recent
announcement about the production of gold
in New South Wales during the same period.
During those three months an inerease of
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no less than 23 per cent. was shown in the
production in New South Wales. Aecording
to the Mining Registrar’s figures 89.43 per
eent. of the returns from all minerals
tined in Western Australia in 1943 was
credited to gold; in other words about

11 per ecent. of our mineral produc-
tion in value was aceounted for by
minerals other than gold. Nothwithstand-

ing the fact that all this wvust expendi-
ture has taken place in Wostern Aus-
tralia, where strategic minerals are coneerned
eold still retains, and mnst retain, the pre-
dominant position so far as our State
finances and our State Treasury ave con-
cerned. It is a highly significant fact that
many of these strategic minerals are being
utilised today, In the settling-down period
after the war, or after cessation of hostilities,
we shall find that the demand for many of
those strategie minerals, which are now heing
utilised at very high produnction cost beecanse
of the great need from the aspect of war,
will he greatly reduwced in post-war days:
and thus the goldmining industry will be
called upon to shoulder the burden of pro-
viding the greatest return from the mining
industry of this State.

It has frequently been emphasised that
gold has a utility value, and not merely a
sentimental one. That faet has been clearly
shown during the recenf international eon-
versations. Gold will eventually be again
the parity not only for Aunsfralia, but of
every nation within the allied bloe, and pos-
sibly of many nations not within that IHoe.
Yet in spite of the bright future that awaits
our goldmining industry, nothing has heen
put up in concrete form so far as gold ix
coneerned. I feel, too, that a very great
future would he guaranteed to the indunstry
if gold coinage were ve-introduced as an in-
ternational form of spending power. If the
rolden sovereign and half-sovereign were
again introduced as the world medium of
value, it would be possible to go into any
eountry and purchase anything one desived.
It is to be noted also that Mexieo for a few
years has dealt mainly with gold coinage for
exchange. India, as is well known, has for
hundreds of years dealt only with gold coin-
age. Today the feature is more prononnced
than it has ever been, heeause Indian people
are not prepared to trade on any other foot-
ing than that of exchange of gold.

The time is vipe for making a vigorous
approach to the Commonwealth Government

with & view to stepping up the future of the
zoldmining industry. 1 quite appreciate that
at present there are many difficulties whieh
will not be readily overcome. I am aware
that manpower has played the greatest part
in the decrease in production of the gold-
mintng industry. 1 know that the supply of
the varieus ruquirements te keep the in-
dustry going has extended the authorities to
the utmeost; but I hold that the time is oppor-
tane for making an approach to Canberra
hy way of a delegation similar to that which
was headed by our Minister for Mines in
May of last year, with the idea of impres-
sing upon the Commonwealth Government
the dire need for carly action so fur as
Western Australia’s mining industry is con-
cerned. I consider that the pronouncements
of Dr. Evatt, when here rceently, with re-
gord to the mining industry were such as to
show that he had very little te tell us about
it. 1Ic made a great point of the fact that
£300,000 had heen returned to Western Aus-
tralin by way of maintenanee and for put-
ting its mineral house in order. But Dr.
Evatt conveniently forgot to vemind us that
we hnd given the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, by virtue of the gold tax, £5,000,000
during the period in question. That was a
complete omission on Dr. Evatt’s part. He
Further told us that gold could and wonid
eanfinue to play its former part during the
post-war pertod. He stated that a mining
indusiry advisory pancl was being set up.
Just fancy! After four years the Common-
wealth Government is only thinking abont
selting up a panel to deal with the goldmin-
inyr industry of this State,

The Minister for Mines: Mining—not gold-
mining only.

Mr. KELLY : That detraets still further
from the value of the proposal. Had it not
been for the impending referendum, T douht
whether our goldmining industry would have
reeeived the Comnnonwealth Government’s
attention at all.

The Minister for Mines: That is not fair.

My, KELLY: T consider it perfectly fair,
sinee no referenee has heen made to our
mining industry by any members of either
Tederal House. Cuy State Government and
our Department of Mines have heen ex-
tremely active throughout the whole period,
and have done cverything possible under the
eirenmstances to crcate better conditions in
the industry. But suecess has lain hevoned
their power hecause of all the regulations
which have been promulgated by the Com-
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monwealth Government,  Still, we may e
thunkful to that Government for having in-
formed us that 5 panel is about to be con-
stituted,

The Minister for Mines: We do not want
anyone to tell us what to do ahout our gold-
mining industry,

Mr. KELLY : What is a panel wanted for?
We have a Department of Mines which
knows all ahout Western Australian mining
conditions. We do not need, cither, to be told
by men from the East where the goldmining
industry begins and ends. We should ask
Dr. Evatt what number of representatives he
will give Western Australin on any panel to
he ereated, Western Australia bas every
right to a preponderance of votes if any
Panel or committee is formed for the pur-
pose of bringing about workable conditions
in the goldmining industry for the post-war
period. It is well known that over a numbor
of vears Western Australia’s industry has
produced 73 per eent. of the entire Commou-
wealth output, and yet, while we are told
that a panel is to be formed, we are not
given any indication of the number of voices
Western Australia is to have on that panel.
1. Evatt's statement is just one of those
vague utterances that earry us no further.

We are entitled to pride of place in the
formation of any panel or committce which
may be considered necessary, and I hope the
Minister for Mines will sec fit to advance the
strongest possible arguments to prove that a
jranel formed in Eastern Aupstralia is not
needed to tell Western Australians how their
golmining industry is to be conducted. Ap-
parently, until Th. Evatt came here to tell
us what we should do and what we should not
o, not many visits from these cminent people
lo Western Australia were considered neces-
sary until they wanted something; and ap-
parentlv they want quite a lot at the present
time, The memher for East Perth has told
us nnmerous things that we should put up to
the Commonwealth Government. T am not
auite sare that there is not room for differ-
enees of opinion regarding many of the hon.
member’s nssertions. It required a visit of
the nature of that which took place some
weeks ago to initiate formal plans for the
vehabilitation of the goldmining industry.
The promise was given only because of the
apecial circumstonces existing. I feel that
now the State Government, which means
really the Minister for Mines so far as the
mining indusiry is coneerned, should make

absolutely certain that the Commonwealth
Government issues g fortnightly statement as
to exactly where we stand in regard to min-
ing, and gives us something concrete on
which we may build our future hopes, before
the date of the referendum.

Now T wish to deal with ane or two mat-
ters affecting the industry which I think are
worthy of the attention of the Chamber, and
which I address to the Minister for Mines
more particularly. MMy first reference is to
a sulphide zone cxisting in the Yilgarn dis-
trict.  Over a period of years high-grade ore
in praetieally unlimited quantities has becn
eut there, and in some cases developed
throughont various mines extending over a
radius of 50 miles in the Yilgarn area.
Thonsands upon thousands of tons of high-
orade ore have been mined at depths vary-
ing from 15 to 300 feet. In most cases the
ore bodies which have been cut in the course
of mining in the other zomes have proved
that they will go down. The greatest draw-
hack, as far as the working of these ore
bodies is concerned, is that the majority of
the plants operating on the leases were plants
designed wholly and solely for treatment of
oxidised ores. When the sulphide zone was
struck, the deterioration of the plant made
it unprofitable for many of those mines to
continue working. Over a period of years
quite a number of mines have closed down
on that account. Others with higher grade
ore did endeavour to make ends meet and
transported from time to time fairly large
parveels of stone to Kalgoorlic. However,
treatment costs, plas the higher cost of rail-
nge and cartage, made those higher-grade
properties almost unpayable and gradually
the majority of them closed down.

A post-war plan which could be put into
operation without muach outlay would be the
establishment of sulphide ore treatment
plants ecither at Southern Cross or Hope’s
Hill, whichever centre might be found more
convenient, Both are suitably situated.
There are many thousands of tons of sul-
phide ore in the Yilgarn distriet which eould
be systematically worked if a suitable plant
capable of treating, say, 10,000 tons a month
were installed. That would give employment
to at least an additional 1,000 men in the
Yilgarn district. I feel that representations
should be made to the Minister on this seore
and that he should give them thorough econ-
sidevalion, There is no doubt that investi-
gations would stand up to any technical iu-
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quiry Lhat might be made. 1 commend to
the Minister’s notice the possibility of a
sulphide ore treatment plant as n post-war
industry in the Yilgarn.

Another avenue whieh T eonsider would be
highly profitable to the industry would bz
the purchnse of either bulldozers or trench-
digging implements. During the past few
vears we have seen the vast amount of work
that can he done by these implements. Bull-
dozers ave eapable of pnshing away huge
seetions of really hard ground, while the
trench-digging implements have proved a
vory great suecess, I have seen such  anim-
plement (ligging as deep as eight feet in are-
murkahly fast fashion. The use of these
implements should revolutionige our mining
industry in the post-war years and would
prove to be of extraordinary advantage in
locating gold which at present is covered
by o small amount of overhburden or even
carth up to six or seven feet thick. I do
not think the Government should he ealled
upon to bear the entire cost of these ma-
chines; T think the snecess that would attend
their nse wonld warrant the Government’s
waking a charge for them. The seale of
charges ought to depend upon the suceess
obtained, and in that way the Government
would be enabled to recoup itself for its
outlay or for the greater part of it.

There are areas in the Hampton Plains
district which could be worked suitably by
the type of implements to which T have re-
ferred. That is a distriet where a vast
amount of prospecting should be done, as
several very excellent finds have been made
there in the last few months. A vast amount
of prospeeting had to be done before that
ground beeame what promises to be a very
fine field. If either or both of those imple-
ments were employed the Government conld,
in some systematic manner, place a great
amount of opened up eountry at the disposal
of returned men. The time is ripe for the
purchase or installation of horing machin-
ery or, at any rate, the planning of boring
which eould be carried out in the period fol-
lowing the cessation of hostilities.

All too many fields that in the past have
vielded untold wealth have elosed down sud-
denly and without having been exploited to
the full extent. In many instances the com-
panics concerned were to blame. The money
which has come out of the various shows of
which I gpeak has gone into the directors’
pockets and not into the industry as one

would have expected. I have cited this as
one of the means by which the Government
may step up the production of gold after
the war, but I am aware that there have been
shortecomings in the past on the part of
private enterprise which should have earried
out guite a large amount of horing but did
not do so. I commend to the Minister the
suggestion that some plan might be devised
that will enable such horing to be undertaken
without the expenditure of any great amount
of money. A little white ago I had the plans
and speeifications of a very clficient boring
plant eapable of boring quite a lot of ground
per day with four men employed and going
to a depth of 800 to 900 feet. A plant of
that kind at that time would have cost about
£1,500, and could have been hired out by
the Government to higger companies in a
position to pay, or utilised by the Govern-
ment for sonnding and proving many other
areas.

T want to refer now ilo something which
has been going on for some time with regard
to the depletion of our timber resources.
The Minister is aware of what has taken
place. For one reason or another there does
not appenr to be sufficient co-ordination
between certain departments that would en-
able this particular evil 1o be put down. I
refer to the large amount of mining timber
which at present is being taken and for the
past 18 months has been taken from all parts
of the Yilgarn for varions companies
throughout the State, awd particularly on
the Eastern Goldfields. Much of the timber
being ent and carted away is hurmnt in boilers,
That timber is beantiful mining timber that
shonld never be ent for any purpose but
mining, and it is particularly nauvseating to
find that it is being taken from the Yilgarn
avea, espeecially when it is realised that in a
few years’ time many of these mines will be
re-opened and that there are plenty of op-
portunities for the opening up of other
minez. The district is being denuded of its
wonderful timber resources because of lack of
co-ordination between the departments con-
cerned. The Minister for Mines should be
tn a position to declare whether timber
should be taken out of any district at all,
evén when the matter of supply is declared
to be one of urgency. The present policy
is one of robhing Peter to pay Paul, sinee
in a few years’time it will be necessary for
the people in the Yilgarn area to search
farther afield for timber similar to that which
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is glready in the district but is now being
taken away. .

I commend these few suggestions to the
Minister who, I feel, has the industry at
heart. Y am not taking him to task for the
present imertia in the industry, becauwse I
know his efforts on bebalf of the industry
have been very persistent, and that he has
done quite a lot in an endeavour to put it
on & better footing. We are told every now
and again that we have 4,500 men in the
goldmining industry. Perhaps we have, but
I am sovry to say that many of those men
have been hrought hack to work against
doctors’ ovders, and the incidence of disease
must creep up higher than it was when we
had more men employed. It is regrettable
and deplorable that the health of these men
is not consideved sufficiently important to
prevent their being brought back into the
industry. [ say that, notwithstanding that
we are short of manpower hecause of the
very severe inroads made by the Common-
wealth Government in the industry in West-
ern Australia,

I desire to touch on matters of education.
Firstly I would like to take this opportun-
ity of eongratulating the newly appointed
Minister on his elevation to Ministerial
rvank. T have not had the opportunity
to congratulate him previously in this
House, although I have done it publicly. I
feel that no more appropriate appointment
in any Ministerial position has been made
in this State for some time. I have very
great faith in the Minister’s ability to
carry ont his duties. T also have faith in
the future outlook so far as the educational
matters of this State are concerned. I was
privileged to be in his company during por-
tion of a trip he made on one oceasion,
One has only to note the thorough know-
ledge he has of his department to realise
that the educational standard of this State
will receive an impetus as o vesulf of his
appointment. The Fdueation TNepartment
is playing an important part in maintaining
the edueational system under adverse eon-
ditions. We realise that it has heen almost
impossible to get monitors to  take up
teaching.

Enlistments have played havoe with the
number of men and  women  emploved
by the Edueation Departwment. T think
that as a result & great joh has heen done
by the department in maintaining its ser-
vices despite the clamour and the ecantro-

versy that bave raged over the past 12
months in regard to its shortecomings. I
think, too, that the Minister will possibly
be able to bring a large amount of influenca
to bear on the Treasuver in the interests
of education. He has persuasive ways that
will, I am sure, melt the Treasurer’s heart
when he asks for a much larger sum for
educational purposes. He will have the
wholehearted snpport of the entire peopiv
of thizs State when he opens the Treasur-
er’s henrt to the extent, possibly, of double
the amount he has had in the past.

The Premier: Where will we get. it from?

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: You are an eptim-
ist!

Mr. KELLY: T do not think so. T am
simply giving credit to the Treasurer. and
I am giving that credit where it is due.
We realise that education must play a
much greater parvt than it has done in the
past.

Mrs, Cardell-Oliver: We will all he he-
hind you.

Mr. KELLY: Matters of cdueation in
the country ave in need of overhaul, In
some instances education in the ecountry
has heen completely outmoded. That hax
heen hecause of insufficient funds, so that
when the Treasurer does open his heart to
the Minister and allows him the extra
amount necessary there will be a lot of
aetivity in the country centres, and deeided
changes, whene publid schools are con-
cerned, will he warranted. One of the
greatest drawbacks in the country arvas is
in the case of onr one-teacher schools. In
many of these schools the position is en-
tirely unfair to the sehoolmaster or school-
mistress. Some have no less than =ix or
eight diffevent classes. On oecasions teagh-
ers have pointed out to me that that does
not finish their grading. There may he 16
to 18 pupils in a small school, with six or
eight classes which are re-graded into seve-
ral grades. This places an almost impos-
sible task on the teacher because of the
fact that he has so many different children
of different nges to cope with, and an en-
tirely different set of subjects in each in-
stance. T feel that in the ease of the one-
teacher sehools a very unfair hurden has
heen placed on the teacher. In addition.
these schools do mnot offer any scope for
specialised teaching, Tt i< imvossihle for
the children te he taught anyvthing above
ahout the 7th or Bth standard and up te
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that standard ne provision for teaching
either physies or chemistry has been made.

The country schools are also made to
suffer, not becanse the department so de-
sires, but because lack of finanee has more
or less forced the poliey that it has to fol-
low. The econsideration of the appoint-
ment of schoolteachers in many of these
schools has revolved around the point that
it was impossible to send an experienced
teacher. As a result the country, in the
majority of instances, has to put up with
the least experienced teachers of the de-
partment. Frequently these small schools
have no quarters available either for mar-
ried or single teachers. In that case the
teacher is compelled to obtain acecommoda-
tion at a farm homse, perhaps some dis-
tance away, or wherever he can possibly
dig in. This also makes the guestion of
sending teachers into the country a very
hard one. In conjunetion with the other
hardships it makes the position with regard
te eountry schools one that lends itself to
s vast amount of improvement. The coun-
try schocls arve frequently poorly equipped.
Over the last few years it has, of course,
been a diffienlt task to keep the schools
supplied with proper equipment. As far
as desks are concerned, there is a great
disparity in the types and in the condi-
tion of many that are in use.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pan.

My, KELLY : Many of the country schools
are poorly eqnipped, particularly in the
matter of desks. Not only does the equip-
ment fall into bad vepair, but the desks used
in country schools, with few exceptions, are
nnsuitable for children who have fo sit in
them for so many hours each day. A num-
ber of desks of a newer type are quite snit-
able, but the old types ought to be replaced
at the earliest opportunity. T know there is
difficulty owing to the shortage of man-
power, and that larger schools have heen
equipped with more suitable desks while the
ohsolete types have heen sent to smaller
schools. As a means of overcoming much
of the costly repair wotk in couniry centres,
T believe that {ravelling repair shops should
be used by the department with a view to
keeping school material in better order.

With the passing of time, even desks of
the newer type are showing signs of the
need for repair. Jf we had a travelling re-

pair shop in charge of a competent trades-
man there wouid be no end to the number
of jobs that could be done at country schools,
and the saving to the department, 1 believe,
would be considerable. At present either
a loeal tradesman has to bhe employed or
somehody has to be sent from the city to
earry out the repairs. A similar system
works well in the North-West, and it would
work well in the direction I have indieated.
In many of the outback schools there is
little shelf or cuphoard space. Some of the
#thools have libravies and the books ecannot
be looked after properly becanse of the lack
of shelf and cupboard aceommodation. If
we had travelling workshops, cuphoarde and
shelves could be installed wheve requirved and
existing ones kept in repair.

Further saving eould he eftected if urinals
of g more durable type were provided at
schools when renewals ave necessary, At
many of the schools T have visited—and this
applies also to some of the schools in the
wetropolitan area—the poliey has beent to
instal galvanised iron urinals. This type
has the distinet disadvantage of rusting and
having to be renewed, and T helieve that the
renewal of each costs shout £5. Whether
they are made in ¢uantity and of o standard
type I do not know, but T suggest the use
of a type that could be installed at any
school without the need for employing an
anthorised plumber. If cisterns or troughs
were made of cement by the hundred and
used to veplace the galvamised iron ones,
hygicne requirements would be hetter met
and moncy would he saved threugzh the
longer life they would have, :

Another matter [ wish to mention is that
of smaller schools and centrally-situated
schools, In many of the mining areas there
are large schools that in the good days
accommodated many hundreds of childreen,
but nowadays are very poorly attended.
They were capable of taking, say, 500 or @00
children and now have probably only 100
in ctlendance. At the present time economy
in ihe use of teachers is a very important
maiter, beeause their numbers have heen so
greatly depleted on account of the war.
There may be two or three teachers at a dis-
trict central school and five or six at smaller
schools and, if a transport system ecould he
arranged to feed ‘the eentr'al school, the
feachers at the smaller school could be re-
lieved. This proposal might look simple on
paper, but I admit there are drawbacks to
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it. The wost apparent drawback would arise
in the case of g smaller school being attended
by ebildren in what I may deseribe ag the
more or less kindergarten stage. If they
were required to attend a central school by
transportation means, they might be denied
the opportunity to receive edueation until
they grew older, Perhaps the Minister has
already inguired into this matter, but I he-
lieve the day is ecoming when this system will
be adopted and will not result in loss of
opportunity to the younger children. T
assore the Minister that T have great eonfi-
denee in the future of the department undey
his guidanee and, with many other people
in the eountry districts, look forward to a
suecessful period in the matter of education
facilitiex.

I now wish to refer to a phase of post-
war possibilities of which we perhaps hear
least, and that is the fishing industry. I re-
gret that that industry has a poor outlook
and that it has reeeived very little attention,
The time secms long overdue when & sound
enterprise in that respeet should have been
undertaken here. T was especially disap-
pointed by a recent Press reference from a
Federal Minister to the effeet that Western
Australia’s fishing grounds did not warrant
much research, as they had not the fish.
Anybody acenstomed to fishing in waters
within a radius of 15 or 20 miles of our
main ports, and in addition ports in the
North-West and the South-West, must be
greally disappointed by such statements com-
ing from a Federal Minister, The results
of scientific research and investigation in
connection with the industry during the last
few years have ontlived their usefulness, and
it is high time that the industry was eon-
sidered with a view to placing it in the nenr
future on a sound basis.

To this end the purchase of & vessel
capable of earrying out work required on
ony shores should be speedily effeeted. Such
a vessel, in addition to trawling for fish,
conld if necessary be used for further re-
searches. This would be better than having
ofticers of the Fisheries Depariment wander-
ing around the ocean at leisure, supposedly
noting activities on our fishing grounds.
In place of that kind of aetivity we could
have a trawler put into operation to ecatch
fish- for consumption by the people of the
Stale, as well as doing any scientific work

required. It is appalling to visit fish shops
in Perth and see huge schnapper, seven or
eight pounds in weight, ticketed “ls, 1ld.
per [b. by taking the whele fish.” The
glimpse many people obtain of those fish in
the window is all they get of them. I have
never had nny difficulty in entching fish
here, It is & crying shame that more has
not been done towards putting a vessel inte
commission for the benefit of the fishing in-
dustry.

Next as regards the goldfields water sup-
ply! Recently a deputation representing
road boards from Northam to Norseman
waited on the Minister for Water Supplies
—who I am sorry to see is not in his place
at the moment—but overlooked one matter
of vital importanee to our agricultural dis-
triets, namely the rate they are being charged
for water, The Minister assured the deputa-
tion that he would undertake to iron out
any anomalies existing in the supply of
wafer to goldficlds aveas. I do hope, when
the time comes for the anomalies to be
adjusted, that the anomaly of farmers pay-
ing for water under the present system wlll
be wiped out, and that they will be required
to pay purely and solely on a consumption
hasis for water they actually wse. If that
systenn were adopted, oll trouble among the
farmers in this respeet would be overcome
and everybody would be happy.

A vecent paragraph in the Press referring
io the fortheoming Promicers’ Conforence
stated that among other subjeets daylight
saving would be considered. I ask the Pre-
micr to make certnin that daylight saving
will nof be reintroduged into Western Aus-
tralia. I fcel sure that the hon. gentleman
wounld have the backing of the majority of
the Western Australian people in making
an emphatic protest when the suobjeet is
raised again.

My final itern, which also 1 address to the
Premier, is a reference to the short supply
of axes in Western Australia, not only at
present but for a number of months. It is
deplovable to think that so few axes have
been provided for Western Australian re-
quirements recently. The cffect of the short-
age has been to disorganise our entire wood-
eutting industry; the majority of cutters to-
day are using discarded axes which saw ser-
vige years ago. Some of these axes are nog
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fit 1o be wsed on an ordinary weordheap, much
less by a professional cutter, A great deal
of the present firewood trouble not only in
the metropolitan area but also in the country
districts and in the mining areas is due to
the shortage of axes. A few easzes came to
Western Aunstralia last May; but after the
military authorities had taken their share,
very few remained. I have heard on good
authority that the next shipment of axes,
abont 97 dozen, will reach Australia in Sep-
tember, but that those axes will not be avail-
able in the West until October, The posi-
tion is serious. I do not suggest that the
Premier van alter it, but I believe that by
coutinually hammering at the Federal auth-
orities he can make eertain that the present
undesirable position will not recur, and that
axes will be made available for this State's
requirements,

MR. PERKINSB (York): I was extremely
gratified to note by a reference in the Lient.-
Governor’s Speech that the Government has
approved of the principle of free lending
libraries for this State. This is a subjeet
that T spoke on in my first speech in this
House. It is an extremely important one
and I still think we do not pay sufficient
attention to it. Most members will agree
that we only seek fo give the background of
an education to the children attending our
schools and that by far the greater portion
of a person’s education is obtained after he
leaves sehool, especially in a country suech
as Australia where contact with the rest of
the world is more difficult than it is in other
countries that are placed closer together.
The provision of books is extremely neces-
sary. The insularity of mind of Australians,
npon which many visitors to our country
comment, can he largely atiributed to
the lack of contact which Australians bave
with other parts of the world. That position
may be improved somewhat in the futnre
beeause of the improved methods of trans-
portation which are being rapidly developed.
Australia is being bronght very much eloser
to the rest of the world, but it will sfill
always be more difficult for an Australian to
visit Europe, for example, than it would be
for a person living in the British Isles or in
the United States of America. Consequently,
it must be more expensive and more diffi-
cult for our people to appreciate what is tak-
ing place in other parts of the world.

The best ani easiest way to overcome this
disability is, in my opinion, by extending
the availability of books to our people. One
would expect that in a country like Australia
library facilities would have been developed
to a greater degree than in other countries,
but actually the opposite is the position. I
have here a report issned by the Free Lib-
rary Movement in New South Wales. It was
published about two years ago and thig is
what it has to say about the existing posi-
tion in Australia—

As o whole, Australia was better provided
with loeal libraries in 1880 than it is today,
Almest every city and large town now contains
a decadent institute or school of arts, many of
whieh give evidenee of having had a former
period of real usefulness. While Great Britain,
the United States, and to a lesser extent
Canada and New Zealand, have made credit-
able progress in establishing rate-supported
municipal libraries, Australin has accomplished
almost nothing! Sydney, Hobart, and a few
suburban munieipalities are the only ones
which have even acknowledged this responsi-
bility, and none of them hns ever supported its
library aceording to minimum overseas stan-
dards, Nothing ecomparable with the English
county system has been devised to serve the
small towns and yural areas.

The Munn-Pitt report stated that the Syd-
ney Municipal Library was by far the best
cquipped building in Australia.  Vietoria
also has a reasonable system and beginnings
have been made in some small areas, notably
for example at Broken Hill; but Sydney is
reeognised as having the best municipal lib-
rary in Australia.

The Premier: Municipal?
Mr. PERKINS: Yes.

The Premier: New South Wales has the
Mitehell Library, too.

AMr, PERKINS: An oversea visitor would
not elass the Mitehell Library or our own
library as a libravy at all, as such an institu-
tion is known elsewhere in the world, He
wonld class it as a refevence library. Lib-
rarians elsewhere in the world only class as
a hibrary one which makes its books avail-
able for people to take into the home. That
is the first essential. We in Western Aus-
tralin have no lending library at all, except
one or two small attempts in conntry eentres.
So far os I e¢on ascertain Sydney is con-
sidered to have the best library in Australia.
Tt is sapported by the City of Sydney.
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I have figwres showing the expenditure in
various cities on lihraries.  They are as

follows :—
Per Head of
Population
Served.
s d.
Washington .. .. .4 11
Sheffield 1 10%
Toreuto 3 2
Liverpool 1714
Glasgow 1 94
Birmingham 1 6
Los Angeles 3 8%
Byduey 0 214

Members will note how the best equipped
and most cllicient of our Australian librarvies
vompares with libraries in other parts of the
world, aud theyv e¢an draw their own eon-
elusions as to the position in the other
States of Australia. Western Australia
is in a very mueh worse position than are
most of the other States and therefore T
am pleased indeed to see that the (fovern-
ment at last is going to make a start to
improve it. Since T last spoke on this sub-
Ject I have given the Premier some of my
ideas on it and it is with pleasure that I
note the Government has approved the
prineiple and appointed a committee. ¥
am alse pleased to accept the invitation of
the Government to aet on that commitiee.

We are at present hearing a great deal
about the reconstruction that we arve going
to xer i the post-war period, but what
amazes me is that the people are satisfied
with the plans now being put forward. We
hear many airy gencralities, hut specifie
propozals are notable hy their rareness,

Mr. Watts: Conspienous by their ab-
sence!

Mr. PERKINS: T was ahout to say that,
but T did not want fo bhe aceused of exag-
geration. T wonld rather understate the
position. T have been somewhat puzzled
about the matter, but T think that possibly
a statement made hy Professor Bland,
Professor of Publie Administration at the
University of Svdney. throws some light
on the attitude of mind which has heen
developing in the community generally.
This is what he has to sav on the subject—

Post-war reconstruetion has produced an es-
eapist attitude in the minds of countless num-
hers who have lost most that a peace-loving
peaple cherish, and of those wiose emotional
tife has been deranged hy the deep mental and
sniritual wounds that hiave been inflicted. This
characteristie of the human mind iy illuatrated
hy every erisis from @enesis to Revelation.

Post-war reconstruction is just another of
those lands where the humon spirit can find
refuge; another promised land flowing with
milk and honey, or where people will hunger
no more, neither thirst any more; one where
liberty and the pursuit of happiness will rival
a condition of liberte, egalite, et fraternite.
Perhaps that does not explain the attitude
of mind nor I do not think we should let
the position rest there. So far as our plans
for reconstruetion go, we should try to get
down to something more specific than we
have had up to date.

Mr. Cross: {five us a few idcas.

My. PERKINS: I will do so if the bon.
member will listen to me. Most of us will
apree that many features of our life in pre-
wal' days could have been improved upon,
but I am not one of those who say that
our past record is entirely disereditable.
The fact that we have brought a country
like Australia to its present level of devel-
opment, despite all natural difficulties, in
the conrse of a little over 100 years reflects
some eredit upon the people responsible for
that development. We should be ecareful
in any of the plans we make for the or-
ganisation of our country in the post-war
yenrs that we do nothing to kill the spirit
of initiative and self-help which has heen
evident in the course of our history up te
date. If some of the restrictions whieh
have existed during wartime are carried on
in peacetime I am very much afraid that
that initiative will be sapped. Tndoubt-
edly we must have some control to regulate
the change back to a peacetime existence.
But we should make sure that such eontrol
is not eramping to individual initiative.
The control should bhe remote from the
individual so that full initiative is left to
each person and so that the individual whae
has novel ideas may he left euntirely free
to develop them.

Some of the features whieh are unsatis-
factory or have been unsatisfactory in the
past are exemplified in the drift which has
been taking place for many years from the
country areas to the city. Obviously there
must be a larze section of our people who
think that life in the eity offers some at-
traction that does not exist in the eouniry.
That is the only explanation, of which one
can think, of the faet that people leave
country aveas and shift to the eity. The
only way to overcome that undesirahle fea-
ture is to improve the attractiveness of
country life. I do not think there i any-
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thing basieally wrong with country life.
All we need to do is to see that some of
the amenities whieh exist in the eity and
urban areas at present are available in the
country areas.

Mr. Marshall: It that werc done thous-
ands of people would go out into the
country.

Mr. PERKINS: Yes. If some of the
amenities to which I shall later refer were
available in country towns we would not
have the spectacle of people making their
money in the country districts and retiring
to the city. It is natural that if persons
have lived in a country district for a long
time their families will probably remain
there and theiv life-long friends will be
there, and if amenities were ovailable that
were comparable in any way with those
provided in the eity one would naturally
expeet those people to retire into the coun-
tey town. That wonld have a snowhall ef-
feet. It would tend fo build up the popu-
lation of our country towns, improve their
soeial life and make it possible to provide
even greater amenities. There ave three
hasie services which must he made avail-
able in eouniry towns if people are to ve-
main satisfied and are to he persnaded to
live ‘out their lives in such places. First
come cducational facilities, secondly water
supplies and thirdly transport.

Mr, Cross: What about good houses?

Mr.- PERKINS: Tf people are able to
obtain reasonable incomes they will huild
houses for themselves and will not ask the
{iovernment to provide them. Regarding edu-
cational facilities, I was very disgusted when
T vead that our Government was hoasting of
the surpluses it had achieved in the last two
or three vears. Tt was diffienlt for me to
comprehend how any Goverument could fecl
satisfied with a surplus when it looked around
and saw the type of edueational facililies
available in country distriets. Other mem-
hers have already stressed some of the ways
in which edueational facilities could be im-
proved. I entirely endorse the remarks they
have made. First of all the number of arvea
schools conld be extended, hut to extend those
area sehools it will be neeessary for the Gov-
ernment to spend more moncy than in the
past. The Government had a surplus and
recently boasted abhout it.

The Premier: No. I said that we had
helped the Commonwealth Government to
finance the war without drawing on loan
money.

Mr. PERKINS: The Government could
have spent some of that money on improving
educational facilitics. It is all very well for
the Government to say that it approves of
the principle of area schools, hut at present
some parents say they are able to obtain
a better edueation for their children in the
smalier schools than in the so-enlled area
sehools. Their reason for that is that the avea
schools are under-staffed, and the educational
facilities that are heing offered in these een-
tral schools are not such as to induee parents
living in distant parts, and being fortunate
enough to have suitable teachers in the small
schools attended by their children, to agree
to the closure of such sehools with a view to
sending their children to an area school. T
have no doubt that if the area sehools could
be improved to a point where the educational
tacilities offered are such as to prove attrae-
tive to the parents, there would be no further
difficulty about their agreeing to the closure
of the little schools.

The Minister for Kdueation: Where ave
onr area schools in this State?

Mr. PRRKINS: There are some schools
which the Government says it is developing
into area schools. 1 presume they are the
ones ta whieh the ehildren ave conveved by
huses.

The Minister for Education:
different proposition altogether.

Mr. PERKINS: I hope that in course of
time our new Minister for Edueation will be
ahie to show that there has been a vast im-
provement on the position which has existerd
in the past. Another point I recommend to
him is an inevease in the number of second-
ary schools available in econntry aveas. Af
present if pavents desire their ehildren to
have a secondary school edueation they have
to send them a considerable distance from
heme.  More secondary schools should be
sprinkled through distant areas. T hope, for
instance, that the member for Avon will he
able te persunde the Government to estab-
lisk a secondavy school at Merredin.  Cer-
tainly an extension of secondary school faci-
lizies is needed. I consider that the lack of
such facilities in the country is a potent
factor in indneing people to leave those arveas
and fo come to Perth where better school
facilities are available. Tf suweh facilities
were available within veasonable distanee in
the country areas I am convineed that
country people would he muech more satis-
fied to remain in these aveas and tnke advan-

That ix a
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tage of the =chooling available for their
children.

This lack of secondary schools has a bad
cfieet in other directions, particularly in
conncetion with the Civil Service. At pre-
sent city children have a hig advantage eom-
pared with those in the country in regard to
entrance to the Uivil Service. The Civil
Serviee has an undue proportion of childven
revruited from eity areas in comparison with
those taken from the country. It is giving
a hias to our civil service. Any country
members who happen to meet civil servants
who have been reernited from country areas
know that they have a different understand-
ing of what is required in the country eom-
pared with people who have not spent any
considerable portion of their lives outside
the metropolitan area. [ regard that point
as very important indeed because our eivil
service is an extremely important part of
our governmental system, and may become
even more so in the future.

The second amenity to which 1 wanted
to refer is the question .of water supplies.
A good deal has been said on this subjeet
and the Government has made many plans
regurding the extensions of water supplies.
T believe that those plans have been fairly
carefully drawn up and, if earried out, will
niean a great improvement to the country
districts. T would stress this point that the
plans, as drawn, will take a long time to put
into effert.
gerions time-lag. Tt may take 10 or 15
vears hefore these water schemes are actu-
ally serving the country distriets. I do not
agree with those people who say that there
will e any need to formnlate speeial works
to absorh people into employment after the
war. T think that exactly the opposite posi-
tion will obtain; that for at least five years
after the war we will he faced with a short-
age of labour and e placed in the position
of having to put some works in priority
classes. When we see the vast amount of
spending power that has been dammed up
in the way of deposits in the trading and
the savings banks, and the inerease in the
note issne amounting to many millions of
pounds, we cannot help but think that the
people intend to spend that money, or a large
portion of it, after the war. The difficulty
will be rather to prevent a boom than to
avoid a slump. With suebh competition for
the available labour and supplies, it may

I am afraid that there will be a

mean that such a proposition as that dealing
with water schemes will be unduly delayed.

Mr. Marshall: Have you considered the
vast eapacity of machines today?

Mr, PERKINS: That may be, but man-
power is needed both to make and to work
machines, and a huge amount of work will
have to¢ be donme. If we go through the
country and the city distriets we must be
impressed with the amount of work that ha»
heen held over and which must be done in a
comparatively short time after the war,

The other point deals with transport. At
present many important changes ave taking
plaee in regard to transport. We have seen
the remarkable development of the acroplane
and the extraordinary increase in the effiei-
ency of motor transport. We have seen the
increase in efficiency of road-making ma-
¢hinery. We have nlso noticed some changes
in the methods of the use of the railway
system. But I am not by any means sure
that those who are responsible for the plan-
ning of our transport fully realise all the
implications of the changes that are taking
Mace. T do not know whether onr Minister
for Railways realises that the aeroplane will
practically take all the long distanee pas-
senger transport. Those of us who know
men in the Air Force and have talked with
them find it difficult to come to any other
conelusion than that for distances of 300
miles or more the aeroplane is simply going
te put the railways out of business for pas-
senger traffic.

Mr. North: Will they provide sufficient
accommodation ¢

Mr. PERKINS: We can oniy draw our
conclusions from what the experts tell us.
and wait and see. It will be possible in Aus-
tralia at least for aeroplanes to handle that
long distance transport. Some experts go
g0 far as to sny that even iu the case of such
a short distance as 100 miles it will be pos-
sible for the aeroplane to compete with other
forms of passenger transport.

The Minister for Justice: We will have
trains in the air before many years are gone.

Mr. PERKINS: It is good to know that
the Minister realises what the future holds.
The development of road transport must also
he taken into consideration. In my opinien,
the Minister for Railways should bhe seriously
considering what this means to our railway
system. I believe it means that in some
measurable period after the war the rail-
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ways, to all infents and purposes, will eease
to be a passenger-earrying agency,

Mr. Watts: They will be used for heavy
goods over long distances.

Mr. PERKINS: T guite agree with that
remark. T think that those in charge of the
railways shonld be taking some notice of the
position and making some plans for the
tuture. | am not prepared to say that the
railway management should attempt to get
into the air transport business, hut I do
think that it should be making plans re-
garding road transport for passengers. The
railway companies in England and in the
United States have, for a good many years
now, heen running road passenger serviees
as well as railway passenger services.

The Minister for Justiee: As a feeder
svstem?

Mr. PERKNINS: No, as duplicate serviecs.
But this great difference exists between the
railway serviees of England and of Ameriea
compared with those of Australia, that those
railways have boen laid down in a manner
that enables them to maintain speeds of 60
to 80 miles per hour, whereas the best that
the Western Australian railways ean do is
about 25 miles per hour.

The Minister for Justice:
have they, Jft. 84in.?

Mr. PERKINS: That is one of the rea-
sons. The sensible thing fo do in Western
Australia, in my opivion, is to take the
passenger traffic from the railways alto-
gether and provide a suitable road pas-
senger scrvice.

Mr. Cross: You will have some trouble
poetting rubber for the next five or six years.

Mr. PERKINS: We will have bitumen
roads through the country areas to serve the
country people. The sensible thing for the
railways to do is to get into the husiness
and run their passenger services instead of
trying to maintain those services with the
railways,

The Minister for Justice: Do you suggest
that for limited distances?

Mr. PERKINS: I am told that in America
they run these duplicate services for dis-
tances of 500 miles or more, as well as short
distances. The American road transport
conditions are probably not as satisfactory
as those in Australia. We have a more even
climate and, as a general rule, our country
has fewer steep grades. However, I seri-
ously make that suggestion to the Minister

What gauge

for Railways. Some railway olficers realise
that after the war their department will lose
the passenger traflic, anyhow, If the rail-
ways do not provide a voad passenger ser-
vice, a large proportion of the transport
will be carried out by people using their
own motorcars, or else serviees will be pro-
vided by transpori eompanics, sueh as those
operating in the Eastern States and else-
where in the world. I believe the Raitway
Departinent could very well take over that
type of serviee and possibly could do the
work more ceonomically, as it could avoid
the overlapping that would obtain if several
privately-owned transport companies were
to operate side by side. There is scope for
development aleng those lines and certainly
satisfactory sevvices rxist in the Eastern
States.

The Ainister {or Justice: Do you think
we should (ake over the whole of the trans-
port svstems throughout the State?

Mr. PERKINS: T would not suggest that.

Mr. Thorn: Tt would be n ease of God
help us then!

Mr. PERKINS : I believe there are certain
iimited fields in which the railways might be
able to operate. At the present time [ am
sure that the Commissioner of Railways does
not know whether the passenger traffie is,
or is not, a payable proposition., The ac-
counis that are published apparently do not
keep the costs segreguted, which makes it
difficult to ascertain whether the passenger
traffic is paying. To an ordinary layman
who travels by rvail, it would seem o he
rather doubtful.

The Premier: The costs are kept separate.

Mr, PERKINS: Then I do not know how
it is done. In the aceounts I have scen the
ensts are not kept separate in a manner
thet would provide anyone with aun oppor-
tunity to say whether the passenger and
zoods operations are paying,

The Premicr: At any rate, the costs of
passenger {rallic and goods traffic are segre-
wated.

Me. PERKINS: How would the Premicr
deal with an instance sueh as the foilowing?
The Tresel coach starts from Bruce Rock
three mornings each week with a stock train
proceeding in front. The stoek train reaches
Shackleton, where it has to wait until the
Diesel coach catches up and passes on to the
next staff station, whieh is approximately 30
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milex from Bruece Rock, Then the stock
train can start again. How could there be
any segregation of costs as between those
two classes of traffic? It could not be ex-
pected that the goods traffic would bear the
whole of the cost of the wait at that siding,
where it might have to remain for an hour
or more. 1 am sure the Commissioner of
Railways does not know what that traffie is
vosting. On the other hand, if the passenger
traffic were taken away altogether and there
were no such thing on our railways as priority
(raffie, such as that relating to the earriage
of passengers, the resuit woul( be that goods
trains would start from one point and pro-
ceed o their destination without any hold-
up such as that which occurs now due to
prierity pussenger traflic running over the
*nme lines. When the Premier says thai the
acdounts are Kept separate, they can be
separated only to a limited oxtent, and it is
certainly  impossible for anyone to say
whether the passenger traltic is pavable.

The: Premier: Neither ix the goods treaffie
payalle, unlortanatety.

My, PERKINS: Another point is that if
we were to take the passenger traffie away
l'vom the railways, possibly the railway sys-
tem, with the expenditure of a certain
amount on renewals, might serve Western
Australin for guite a long time Lo come. If
the pas<enger traftie were taken from the
railways, not only here but in the Eastern
States as well, very eareful inguniries would
be requived to asecrtain whether the pro-
puscd anitieation of gauges was justified.

The Premicr: Do not advoeate the pulling
up of the roilways, or you will not he re-
furned te this House, and we would like to
have you with us.

Mr., PERKINS: T shall not do that,

My, Cross: How would the interest bill he
paid it we were to do what you suggest?

M. PERKIXS: Ruanning our railways
wneconomically will not help in the payment
of the interest bill. I do not subseribe to
the theory that the people are here to keep
Ihe railways going. The railways are in
operation in order to vender a service to the
people, When the railways cease to do that,
we anst look for some other form of trans-
port.

The Premier: Then you would have im-
portéd fuel, imported rubber, imported roll-
ihgstoek and so on.

Mr. Seward: The Diesel engines were im-
ported.

The Premier: Some parts were made here.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I think possibly
the member for York ean now proceed with
his remarks,

My. PERKINS: If we import goods by
exporting half the equivalent in payment, it
will be of advantage to the State.

The Minister for Justice: Do you not think
that the railway system has done a wondor-
ful job in the development of the State?

Mr. PERKINS: T will not go into what
has happened in the past.

Mr. SPEAKER: [ think the member for
York had better proceed with his vemarks,
and take no notice of the Minister’s ques-
tions.

Mr. PERKINS: We mwust consider the
recuirements for the vears to come, and I
contend that a very careful inguiry must be
made regarding the future of the railway
system. Merely muddling through and hop-
ing that everything will turn out satisfac-
torily is of no avail. A very sevious posi-
tion faces the railway system, and it is time
we made some inquiries regavding its future
along lines of investigation that have not
heen followed in the past. Another phase
affecting the railways eoncerns its employees.
I have thought ahout this aspect for a long
while, T have often wondered, for instance,
why men who work on the railways take
such small pride in the system. The type
of equipment they are asked to use and the
had order in which it is kept may be respou-
sible.

The Premier: Arve you talking about the
condition of farmers’ implements and so
forth?

Mr. PERKCINS: I am not talking about
farming but about the railway system
It is rather remarkable to notice the
conirast when we econsider some of the
commervial organisations and serviees and
their employees. It is mosl notieeable
that their emplovees evinee quite an
interest in the welfare of such privately-
owned e¢oncerns, notwithstanding that the
men have no pecuniary interest in them.
That is most noticeable when compared with
the attitude of railwaymen as a whole.

The Minister for Justice: I think the
majority of the men take an interest in the
railway system.
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Myr. PERKINS: Not {o the same degrec
as employees of private organisations. L
do 1ol say thal it is the fault of the men.
[ helieve there 35 not very mueh difference
hetwern those working on the railways and
those enguged in connection with private
concerns. Ay expericnce is that the quality
of the cinploxvees does not vary very mueh,
but 1 o know that the efficieney of the
atliministeation vartes lo a tremendons de-
vree. Theve are instances showing that men
have worked for onc cmployer and have
rendered poor serviee. The same men have
worked for another employer and have given
oxeellent serviee, That is what I am afraid
ts wroitg witl the railway system, and there
is much to support that contention. I have
had quite a lot to do with railway men work-
ing at small station=  -where the staff might
consist of one or two, Those men have
given service at least as good ng and in many
enzex hetter than commercial organisations
have heen able to get from their employees,
But shift one of those men to a larger station
where he comes under the red-tape organisa-
tion and he is a different human being. At
the small station, he has been keen to serve
tlte public. When he gets to a large station
under red-tapc organisation, he aspparently
tries to find what work he ean avoid or push
on to the other fellow. That is duc to the
bad administration of the service. So far as
I can judge, no eflort is made to build up in
the men a pride in the service.

We have had examples in other parts of
Australia of a transformation being effected.
T believe that when Mr. Clapp took over
the Vieiorian raitways, things were in & very
had state, but he had been trained as an
administrator in America and I understand
he completely re-organised the Vietorian
railways. He developed a system under
which the employees were encouraged to
make suggestions for the improvement of
the service, Papers were published which
gave the men a chanece to express their views,
and the result was that the employees took
o real pride in the service. That is what we
want in our public utilities.

The Minister for Justice: Yon do not
think there is suflicient co-operation between
the men and the administration?

Mr. PERKINS: In my opinion the ad-
ministration is not doing its joh.

Mr. Cross: You are an expert and you
know!

Mre, PERKINS: Just as good an expert
as ix the hon, member. I believe that in
Awmerien Lhe universities have special eourses
in public administration, and the men whe
till these responsible positions are specially
trained for the work whereas, in the case
of our publie utilities, men are appointed te
adininistrative po<iticns beeawse they are ex-
perts in some other field. I consider that is
wrong.  The proper course to adopt in re-
wrd te administrative positions, not only
b the railways but also in other uiilities, is
to appoint trained administrators and leave
the experts in their particular jobs to carry
out the work for which they have been
trained. I do mot wish to eriticise any par-
ticular official. I think the fault lies with
the Government in that it has not set up
the proper kind of administration to deal
with public utilitics, and it is time some
chauge was made.

Mr. Cross: What change do you want?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. PERKINS: T have said quite a lol
to indicate ways in which I think we might
improve the services available to people in
country distriets. The three points—eduea-
tion, water supply and transport—I regard
#% basie necessities. There are many ways in
which the Government ean help to improve
the mmnenities available to countiry pecple,
but those three points are basie, and the Gov-
ernment should bear in mind that it is neces-
sary to cffect an improvement in those diree-
tions before we shall be able to get anywhere.
Another basie nceessity to improve condi-
tions of people in the eountry is a satisfae-
tory price for the produce they raise.

Mr. Cross: We want efficient farmers.

Mr. PERKINS: If the people in the rural
areas are ahle to get a reasonable yeturn for
their labour all other things, such as housing
and faeilities in the home that go to ease
the difficulties of life in what at times is a
rather trying climate, can be provided by the
people themselves. Give them a reasonable
retarn for their labour and they themselves
will supply those smmenities. There is plenty
of room for improvement in this direction.
The housing standard in the agricoltural
arcas is very low, but if the farmers can get
a reasonable income they will provide im-
proved facilities for themselves. Unfortun-
ately we passed through a very bard time in
the ten years before the outhreak of war.
Prices were low and many of onr producers
have fallen a long way hehind seratch. The
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outlook tor the future, however, is hrighter.
The priees For our primary produets have
vither veached o payable level or are ap-
proaching it.

The Minister for Lands: That might pre-
vail for a short term or a long term.

dMr. PERKINS: We hope it will be for
a long term. [t seems that payable priees
for ~onie vt our products will continue for a
numher of years. For some of our produets,
however, we are not getting the full market
valuwe, 1 refer particularly to wheat, Our
wheat farmers have experienced a very dilfi-
eult time,  Many of them have piled wup
large debts and, now that the price of wheat
~cem~ inclined to go to boom level, they do
not seem to be getting full market value
tor their product., T have been told by some
people in the eity that it would he undesir-
able for wheat prices to go higher than a
nayable level, T should agree with that, pro-
vided our farmers had always received a pay-
ihle price for their wheat, but in the ten
yoars from 1930 to 170 they received very
mneh less than payable prices and many of
them have buit up the hnge debts 1o which
[ have yeferred. The better plan--mueh
hetter than any debt adjustment scheme, for
such o schewe most he diffienlt to carry out
and miust entail trouble for many people—
wonld he for the farmers to get good prices
for their products so that they would be en-
abled to pay off their debts. The position
has improved somewhat, but I hope it will
improve to 2 much greater degree. Unfor-
funately there is a gap in wheat prices,

The Minister for Lands: What is the dif-
ference  between the Canadian and  Awus-
tralian price?

Mr. PERKINS: [ have not the present-
day price for Canadian wheat, but the actual
priee at which Australian wheat is heing
=old to the United States of Ameriea and
other free markets is 6s. 11%d. f.0.h. Aus-
tralin. T have been informed that Canadian
wheat 1s being sold for that priee in the
Unitel States of Ameriea. For flour for
Australian  consumption we are getting
cquivalent to 55, 2d. f.o.b. That is all right.
We agreed to that becanse we did not want
the Anstralian public to pay other than a
stabilised price for their flour. In the had
times the Australian publie paid that priee.
When wheat prices go above that figure
most wheatgrowers, I think, are well pre-
pared to accept the stabilised price, plus sny
inerease in the cost of produetion; T think

the growers are entitled to ask for that.
But recently there have beer greater dis-
abilities, Breakfast food manufacturers are
paying ds. bagged. New Zealand is getting
its  wheat for 4s. 1034d. f.o.b. bagged.
Britain gets its wheat from 5s. to 5= Gl
Stoek feed is heing sold at 3s, 1134d. bagged,
including the Government subsidy. The
position in vegard to stock feed and wheat
for breakfast foods is one of very great
injustice indeed to the producers. I consider
that this Slate’s Minister for Agrieulture
should present, whenever opportunities offer,
a case to seenre for our wheatgrowers the
full price for their product.

The Minister for Lands: One of my wor-
ries is to keep the industry in its proper
place in the State.

Mr, PERKINS: The industry is an ex-
tremely important oue to Western Ausfralia,
and unless we are able to get on to a sound
basis the diffienlties of reconstruetion in the
country areas may be greatly inercased.
One other point to which I desire to refer
is fodder prices. This season unforiunately
has been most difficnlt. In most of the agri-
cultural areas it opened up very badly in-
deed. The season is very late. Fortunately,
fairly good raing have fullen reeently; and
over most of the area which I represent, the
York clectorate, things are looking a great
deal hetter.  Crops are mauch later than
usual, and to a greater extent than usual
will depend on the late rains. The position
regarding fodder, however, can still be very
difficult. Unfortunately the supplies of hay
have almost all been nsed up, and much less
than the normal quantity was eut last year.
Unless the ceiling price of hay is allowed to
rise to some extent, I am afraid very small
quantities will be cut on that area during
this year. It is going to mean that many
crops which would be normelly stripped for
wheat will have to be cut for hay if a suf-
ficient quantity of hay is to be obtained.
Naturally, with the better prospects for
wheat, farmers will Le less inclined to go
to all the extra trounble involved, and pos-
sibly to incur some danger of loss if things
do not tnrn out right, in entting good wheat
crops for hay. Undoubtedly sufficient feed
crops can be obtained at the expense of the
grain yield. Unfortunately a golden oppor-
tunity was lost last year.

During the debate on the Address-in-reply
last session I raised the guestion of provid-
ing some extra labour to take advaniage of
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the bounteous season which we then had in
the eastern distriets. Unfortunately that
labour was not fortheoming, and huge areas
of self-sown crop simply went to waste—
were not harvested at all. I know of eases
where farmers had cut some of it in the
hope of getting labour to stack it. That
hay is still lying out in the paddocks, and
has never been carted. The losses were very
heavy. If some labour had been made avail-
able at the ecritical time last season, the
recent fodder worries could have been largely
got over, and our dairy production could
have been inereased; there was not sufficient
fodder going into the dairying districts this
year. I hope the Agricultural Depariment
will wateh the position very closely this year,
because the crops are short whilst labour
is offering some difficulties. Fortunately the
labour position has been eased by prisoners
of war being allotted to some farms, though
not to all by any means. I repcat, the posi-
tion will need very careful watching. How-
ever, I commend the position to the atten-
tion of the Government and hope that Minis-
ters will keep closely in touch with it.

That, I think, covers the main subjeets on
which I wished to speak. I would like to
stress again the importance of the Govern-
ment’s giving consideration to plans for
improving the position generally in country
districts in order not only to hold the posi-
tion which we have now bat glso to huild up
a better feeling there and make it easier to
deal with the repatriation of our soldiers
when they eome back fromn the war, which
we hope will not last much longer now. But
unless we do give serious thought to the
organisation that we are going fo set up
for the purpose of bringing about the var-
ions reforms and improvements to which I
have referred in the agrieultural arens, I
greatly fear that we shall not sce as many
ex-servicemen returning to the land as we
hoped would de so, thus helping to lift our
agricultural industry to a higher level of
prosperity than we have known for some
time past.

On motion by Mr. Leslie, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 848 p.m.

Legislative Council.
Tuesday, 8th August, 1944,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30

p.m., and read prayers.

AUDITOR GENERAL'S REPORT.
Section “B,” 1913,

The PRESIDENT: I have received from
the Auditor General a eopy of section “B”
of his report on the Treasurer's statement ot
Public Accounts for the financial year ended
the :30th June, 1943, It will he laid on the
Table of the House.

QUESTIONS (4).
POTASH.

As to Production and Cost.

Hon. J. CORNELL (for Hon. H. Seddon)
asked the Chief Secretary:

In reference to the Lake Campion alunite
deposits—

(i) On what date was the production of
potash eommenced

(ii) What amount bas been produced to
the end of June, 1944¢%

(iil) What is the daily produetion of
potash now, and in what form¢

(iv) What was the capital expenditure to
end of June?

(v) What further capital expenditure is
estimated to enable the estimated tonnage of
potassinm salts set out by the Minister in
his memorandum to Parliament in 1942,
when introducing the State (Western Aus-
tralian) Alunite Industry Partnership Bill
fo bhe attained?

{vi} What is the cost per ton produced?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:

(i) 16/2/44.

{ii) 420 tons to end of June.
docetion—135 tons.

(iii) (a) About 5 tons.
salts.

(iv) The total expenditure (o the end of
June was £185,014, in which is inclnded
£14,000 for the purchase of the syndicate’s

July pro-

(b) Poiassium



